The Challenge to Democracy

and attitudes emotionally satisfying to the half-educated.
It is true that neither the scientist nor the artist is "free"
from social responsibility. But his responsibility is not to
any particular institutions or doctrines, it is to a "city of
God" which is the ideal, a community of free men in a
world at peace. The tradition of "democratic" discussion
of public policy is only a part of the tradition of civilized
life, which depends upon free scientific inquiry and artistic
originality. It is impossible to preserve science and art in
a society of dogmatic politics and economics. The contrast
between "democracy" and "dictatorship" is the contrast
between civilization and barbarism, between fraternity
and fanaticism.
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The most important distinction between men is not that
between rich and poor, clever and foolish, strong and
weak, but the distinction between those who have a sense
of the community and those who have not. Nobodies
generally have a better sense of the community than
"great" men; and besides, in a world of advertisement
the tests of greatness are peculiar. In any case, Nobodies
have in their hands the making of the future, in all its
deeper and stronger currents. Even in the Dark Ages the
future was made by Nobodies who carried on. Work at
the foundations of a new community, not visible to the
organs of publicity, is to be done by Nobodies; but they
should be kind to their "leaders." They are doing their
best. The kind of greatness in "great" men depends upon
the judgment of Nobodies.
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